SOP - Using Vaccine Standing Orders
Purpose:  To outline the process for Registered Nurses in Health Departments/Districts to implement preapproved vaccinations based on a specific patient criterion, without needing immediate physician consultation, thereby improving efficiency and timely care of delivery, while adhering to strict guidelines and patient safety protocols; including clear criteria for when to utilize standing orders, proper documentation procedures, and escalation protocols for emergency management. The medical director in each Health Department/District is responsible for approving all standing orders.  
Procedure:
1. Using standing orders: https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/catg.d/p3066.pdf#:~:text=Standing%20orders%20authorize%20nurses%2C%20pharmacists,physician%2C%20or%20another%20autho%2D%20rized

2. All standing orders should include:
· Who is targeted to receive the vaccine
· How to determine if the patient needs or should receive a particular vaccine
· Procedures for administering the vaccine
· Provision of any federally required information
· How to document 
· Protocol for management of any medical emergencies
· How to report possible adverse events

3. Your Health Department/District can write their own standing orders, or you can find premade standing orders for all vaccines here: https://www.immunize.org/clinical/topic/standing-orders-templates/

4. The medical director in each Health Department/District is responsible for approving and signing all standing orders.

5. Signed standing orders should be kept with other policy and procedures in the clinical setting.  This should be readily available for all staff who operate under those orders.

6. Standing orders should have an implementation date as well as an expiration date.  They should be reviewed on an annual basis or as information about a vaccine changes.

7. Additional information:

· Vaccine Information Statements (VIS):  VIS are information sheets that federal law requires be handed out BEFORE each dose of certain vaccinations.  These information sheets are produced by the CDC and explain both the benefits and risks of vaccines.  In the case of recipients under 18, they are provided to a parent or legal guardian.  
· All VIS can be found here:  https://www.immunize.org/vaccines/vis/about-vis/

· Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS):  Established in 1990, VAERS is a national early warning system to detect possible safety problems in U.S.-licensed vaccines. VAERS is co-managed by the CDC and FDA.  VAERS accepts and analyzes reports of adverse events (possible side effects) after a person has received a vaccination. Anyone can report an adverse event to VAERS. Healthcare professionals are required to report certain adverse events and vaccine manufacturers are required to report all adverse events that come to their attention.
· https://vaers.hhs.gov/
· For healthcare providers- https://vaers.hhs.gov/resources/infoproviders.html’





